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Mark Your Calendars!
2012 Household Hazardous Waste

Collection Events
for

Solid Waste Alliance Communities

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2012
12:00 noon – 3:00 p.m. – CHITTEN-
DEN TRANSFER STATION, Chit-
tenden

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012
8:00-9:30 a.m. -  PAWLET, Mettowee 
Community School Parking Lot, Route 153, West Pawlet
10:30-noon – MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS Transfer 
Station, behind fire house, Middletown Springs

	 The Magnet volunteers are looking for readers’ feed-
back and some additional help to inform decisions about the 
on-going production and format issues. As the Middletown 
Springs Website comes online we are wondering how to best 
position The Magnet to still be of the most service to the most 
people. Your thoughts and suggestions will be very helpful.  
Please take a few minutes to respond to this survey.
 	 Note: This is a paper copy of the survey which came out 
on Front Porch Forum earlier this month. Please submit only 
one survey per person.  If you responded to the digital version 
please do not submit a paper one.  

1.	 How important is The Magnet to you? 
	 ___ Very Important
	 ___ Somewhat Important
	 ___ Occasionally Important
	 ___ Not Important
	
2.	 Preferred format in which to receive The Magnet: 
	 ____Printed newsletter mailed to your home
	 ____On-line option
	
3.	 Do you have access to the Internet?   Yes ___    No ___

4.	 What parts of The Magnet do you most value? Please 
rank your top three:

	 ___Selectboard Minutes
	 ___School News / Minutes	
	 ___Photos
	 ___Calendar
	 ___Ads
	 ___News
	 ___Milestones
	 ___Other ____________________

5.	 Do you know how many volunteer hours go into the 
production of The Magnet each month?  	

	 ___ 5 hours
	 ___ 10 hours
	 ___ 25 hours
	 ___ 40 hours

6.	 Are you willing to volunteer to help produce The Mag-
net?	   Yes ___    No ___

If yes, I'd be willing to:  (Name: _____________________ )
____ Mailing Coordinator (2 hours per month)
____ Copy Editor/Keeper of the Deadline (5 hours)
____ Layout person (10 - 15 hours per month)
____ Ad Coordinator/Bookkeeper (2-3 hours per month)	

The Magnet has been published for over 15 years. We believe 
it continues to add valuable substance and builds connections 
within this community. For The Magnet to continue we need 
your feedback and, most importantly, we need more help in 
the production and distribution of this town resource. Please 
return to the Town Office or mail to: The Middletown Magnet, 
P.O. Box 1134, Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Thanks for your help,
Patty Kenyon
Patty McWilliams
Kelley Beckwith
Kimberly Mathewson

The Middletown Magnet Readers’ Survey
Please return by May 10

[Answer: It takes approximately 25 volunteer hours to produce one 
issue of The Magnet]
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Fountain of Youth

Celebrate spring with area seniors by attending a 
luncheon April 25 at the Young At Heart Senior 
Center in Poultney.  The menu for the day is Old 
Fashion Beef Stew, Homemade Biscuits, Tossed 
Salad and Assorted Pie.  Homemade soup and 
coffee are served after 11 AM with dinner served 
at noon.  Suggested donation price is $3.25 for 
seniors 60 and older.  The cost for others is 

$4.25.  Reservations can be made by calling Mary Thomas 
at 387-9200.  Weâ€™d like to see you there!    

Classified Ad
FOR HIRE / WOOD FOR SALE: If you have any metal to be 
removed call me and I will come get it. Also, firewood for sale 
802-235-9276 - Ron Dufour

RSVP Bone Builders 
at the Community Church

Monday & Wednesday at 8:30am 

A Job Well Done
	
A reader sent the following note to The Magnet: 
	 How many times does it happen that we take less notice 
of those elected officials who go about their duties without 
fanfare? Do they fall into the category of being taken for 
granted? Do we truly appreciate the hours spent at meetings, 
traveled miles for town business or sacrifice personal time to 
be sure the job is done? Do we as community members take 
the time to say thank you to those who have done a great job 
over the years to better the town?
	 Well, this community member feels that Marilyn Parker 
is one such person who should be given that recognition for 
her time served as our Town Treasurer and Tax Collector. Her 
efforts have certainly benefitted the town. 
	 Good luck and best wishes, Marilyn, as you deserve this 
time to enjoy your art, family, reading, and travel.

Candidates Elected by Write-in:

Moderator – Tony Lamberton
Town Agent – Nanette Gilmour
School Director, 2 years – Meredith Morgan

Milestones
Marriage

Christine Lynn Bush & Fernando Elmer Parker 
on March 17, 2012

in Middletown Springs

Town Meeting 2012

Are you on Middletown's 
Front Porch ??
	 As part of the e-Vermont project we 
have opened a Front Porch Forum for 
Middletown Springs. Connect with your 
neighbors. There are no fees, no spam, 
only local messages. And, it will NOT 
overflow your inbox. Once you sign up, 
you will receive an email every few days listing postings by 
your neighbors & friends. Notices include announcements 
for events, eggs for sale, questions, and ponderings. 
	 Sign up at www.frontporchforum.com. See you on the 
porch...
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GRANT’S VILLAGE STORE

(802) 235-2251

Groceries, Hardware
Produce, Videos, Gifts
Beer, Wine, Tobacco

Organic Products
Fresh Meats

Vicki Arsenault, Proprietor

Fire Department News         
by Mark McManus, Assistant Chief

Memorial Day 5K Race/ Fun Run-Walk
	 	 A new addition to the Town’s Memorial 

Day Celebration and Parade will be the 
first annual Middletown Springs 5K race and fun run-walk; 
sponsored by the Volunteer Fire Department. The race will 
start and finish at the four corners; traversing West St., a little 
bit of Coy Hill Rd., Buxton Ave., and returning to the center 
of town via South St. Start time for the runners and walkers 
will be 1:00 PM. Registration will begin @ noon on the town 
green. Entry fee is $10, and there will be prizes for the top 
three men and women finishers. 
	 All proceeds will go the Middletown Springs Volunteer 
Fire Department Equipment Fund. For further information 
please contact race organizers Justin and Kristal Heir @ 
802-235-1297; or email @ justinheir@hotmail.com or krist-
alhaynes@hotmail.com. Everyone is welcome to attend this 
pre-parade event and cheer on the runners. 

Not out of the Woods Yet
	 Although the fields and lawns have “greened up” quickly 
this spring, the threat of brush fires is far from over. The 
woodlands are still tinder-dry and dangerously full of natural 
fuels for forest fires. Burning cinders from a small brush fire 
can easily be carried into the woods by even a slight breeze. 
Remember....absolutely no outdoor brush burning without a 
permit. Call Forest Fire Warden Jason Cook @ 235-1178 to 
apply for a permit.

Library Lawn Sale
April 28, 2012
8am-Noon

Gently Used & Ready for a New Home

….toys, linens, kitchen gadgets, tools,
small furniture, lamps, knick-knacks,

craft supplies, curios, and much, much more....

All Proceeds Benefit
the Library Building Fund.

To Upcycle Your Clutter
& Benefit the Library,

bring donations to the library
Friday, April 27 between 2pm-6pm.

For more information, contact Alida Tarbell 235-
2323 or the library at 235-2435.

Library News

Headlines 
•	 New  Hours a Hit 
•	 Kids Connect to Tech & Others at the Library
•	 New Books Purchased 
•	 Winnie Belle Learned Grant Received for “Books for 

Boys” project 
•	 More Volunteers Sought 
•	 New Fundraiser “Library Lawn Sale” Scheduled for Sat. 

April 28 
•	 Annual Book Sale - June 2 & 3 
•	 Book Group reading Bohjalian’s The Buffalo Soldier for 

Thurs. May 3 
•	 Summer Program - Dream Big: READ! 
•	 Story Hour for April postponed

To find out about these and other happenings at the library, 
stop in:	 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday — 2pm-7pm
	 Friday — 10am-2pm
	 Saturday — 10am-Noon.
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The Clock Doctor
DISTINCTIVE LINE OF ANTIQUE CLOCKS

CLOCK REPAIRS & RESTORATIONS
BUY - SELL - TRADE

Alan L.Grace

41 South Street

Middletown Springs, VT 05757
Nawcc Member

Telephone

Business 235-2440

Town Treasurer News
New Town and School Treasurer: Jenny Talke Munyak
Phone:  802-235-2220
	 (new extension and voicemail forthcoming)
Email:  mtstreasurer@vermontel.net
Office Hours:  By Appointment

	 The Treasurer’s office is located solely in the Town 
Clerk’s office. Responsibilities of the Treasurer include main-
taining financial records of the Town and the School as well 
as receiving Current Year property taxes and paying orders 
drawn by the Select Board.
	 If you have any questions regarding Current Year Taxes, 
please call the above referenced office number. If I am not 
available, I will generally call back within 48 hours. Please 
do not hesitate to use e:mail as an alternative. If you’d like 
to meet with me in person, please call or e-mail to schedule 
an appointment.
	 Current Year Quarterly Property Taxes:  Final pay-
ment for 2012 Property Taxes is due ON or before June 15th. 
The Town Office will be open to accept taxes in person on 
June 15th from 1pm to 4pm. Taxes received after June 15th 
will be considered delinquent and an 8% fee will be charged 
on the unpaid tax.  Mailed checks with a legible 6/15 post-
mark will be accepted.  Postmarks from 6/16 or later will be 
considered delinquent.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  Please plan your 
payment schedule accordingly: either mail your checks in a 
timely manner or make sure they are received when the town 
office is open.  Thank you!

FAQs:
1.	 When are taxes due?
	 Taxes are due Quarterly in 4 equal installments. Mark your 

calendars for 2013 tax due dates: September 15, 2012, 
December 15, 2012, March 15, 2013, June 15, 2013.

2.	 Where should I send my taxes and to whom should I make 
the check payable?

	 Send checks to:  Town Treasurer, PO Box 1022, Middle-
town Springs, VT  05757

	 Make checks payable to: Middletown Springs Town 
Treasurer

3.	 Are postmarks accepted?
	 Tax payments in envelopes postmarked on or before 

the 15th of the quarter are considered timely. Postmarks 
with the 16th or later will be considered late and will be 
assessed an interest charge.

4.	 How much is the interest charge?
	 Late payments for Sept, Oct, Nov: 1% each month Late 

payments for each month thereafter: 1.5% each month.

	 June 16th: an 8% delinquent penalty fee will be assessed 
on unpaid tax

5.	 What methods of payment are acceptable to pay for Taxes?
	 We accept Cash and Checks. We are not able to accept 

Credit Cards.
6.	 When are taxes turned over to the Delinquent Tax Col-

lector?  
	 Unpaid taxes for the Current Year will be turned over to 

the Delinquent Tax Collector on July 1st.
7.	 Who is the Delinquent Tax Collector?
	 Laura Castle is the newly elected Delinquent Tax Col-

lector.  Any questions regarding non-Current year taxes 
should be directed to Laura. She can be reached at the 
Town Office at 235-2220 and is available during her 
regular Town Clerk hours.

8.	 When will new tax bills be sent out?
	 Bills for tax year 2013 should be mailed to you in early 

August 2012.
9.	 Can I have another copy of my Tax Bill?
	 Yes, you can come to the town office to pick up a copy, 

or you can provide us with a Self-Addressed Stamped 
Envelope for us to send a copy to you. 

Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation.
Jenny Talke Munyak

Join the H.E.A.T. Squad — 
We’re So Close!
	 Middletown Springs in currently in 
second place in the Rutland County Energy Competition. We 
are competing to win one of two $10,000 prizes. Shrewsbury 
is in first place, Mount Holly is not far behind in third place. 
	 Residents can help Middletown Springs win by complet-
ing home energy improvements. Prizes go to the town that 
completes the most energy improvements per capita and the 
town with the highest average energy savings.
	 We only need three more homes to complete energy im-
provements to tie with Shrewsbury, and a few more beyond 
that to secure our win! 
	 Getting an energy audit by a Home Performance with 
Energy Star contractor is the best way to make sure your 
energy improvements count toward helping MTS win. Your 
auditor can do the improvements, or you can do the improve-
ments yourself; but you need to have a “before” and “after” 
audit to verify the energy savings. You can find a local Home 
Performance auditor/contractor by calling the NeighborWorks 
H.E.A.T. Squad (802) 438-2303 x 227.



5

A-1 Facility Services
(Pat's Cleaning Service)

Affordable — Professional Cleaning
Commercial • Residential • Business

Homes • Camps
Construction Clean-Up

Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • Occasionally
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

802-235-1064 or 802-558-9610 (cell)
patscleaning2@aol.com

Posters as shown from left to right: Macy Wilson’s, Honor-
able Mention; Esther Mackenzie, Second Place; Rachel 
Clark & Oisin Harrington, Third Place. ALL four students 
will receive $10 to spend at the school book fair this spring 
and have the opportunity to travel to the State House for a 
ceremony and tour.

Poster Contest Winners
	 The Vermont State Treasurer’s Office introduced a pro-
gram called “Reading is an Investment” to elementary schools 
last year. The program offers students in kindergarten through 
6th grades the opportunity to learn about money and basic 
financial concepts. Our school received 3 new books and a 
recommended reading list that highlights books focusing on 
basic financial concepts. Students who read at least three 
books from the list and completed a personal reading require-
ment were eligible to enter in a statewide drawing for one of 
ten $250 savings accounts in the Vermont Higher Education 
Investment Plan — Vermont’s official 529 college savings 
plan. More than 2,200 students from 120 schools participated. 
We had 9 students participate but we had no winners drawn 
for the savings plan. HOWEVER WE DO have winners who 
entered into this year’s poster contest!!
	 The  poster contest theme this year was “Managing Money 
is not Magic!” In the elementary school division there were 
146 entries. The first place winner receives a $100 U.S. sav-
ings bond and their school a $100 cash award in recognition 
of their support of financial literacy. The second and third 
place finishers receive a certificate and small gift.
	 AND (drum roll, please) Esther Mackenzie and Oisin 
Harrington placed second and third place respectively. Macy 

Wilson received honorable mention. Concepts were discussed  
during library classes but the students were given very little 
time in school to work on their poster. We can be very proud 
of these students who took it upon themselves to work on this 
project at home!

Classified Ad
FOR SALE: Two stainless steel kitchen sinks w/faucets, one 
has a drainboard. $20 and $35. Call 235-2900.

Poetry Corner —
All too soon the countryside, 
Now fresh greened and sprouting more
Than spring, looks out for wider
Room, shakes it's newborn blossoms
Then ushers April to the door.
And April's away.

— from April’s Away, by Fay Slimm



    Agricultural          Commercial            Residential

Concrete Professionals, Inc.
76 Dayton Hill Road

Middletown Springs, VT 05757

(802) 235-2765
Owner 

Tony Genier
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Barrett’s 
Small Engine Repair 

Jonsered Outdoor Power Equipment Dealer

•Lawnmowers   •Chainsaws
•Gas Trimmers    •Snowblowers 

Middletown Springs, VT
(802) 235-1233

continued on page 7...

Select Board Minutes Regular Meeting
March 8, 2012 Approved
Call to Order: C. Larson called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm.
Board Present: Shirley Moyer, Jim Webber, Chris Larson, 
Mike Lamson, Carl Haynes (arrives 7:40)
Public Present: Laura Castle, Marilyn Parker, Larry Moyer, 
Nancy Edmunds, Glenn Moyer, Alan Riedinger, John Thrash-
er, Salley Achey, Tommy and Catherine LaMontaine, Rich 
Venturella, David Muyak, Jenny Talke Munyak, Bob Tepper
Election of Officers:
·	 Mike Lamson nominated Chris Larson as Chairman of the 
Board. J. Webber second [S. Moyer – aye, M. Lamson – aye, 
C. Larson – aye, J. Webber – aye, C. Haynes – not present, 
motion carried]
·	 Chris Larson nominated Mike Lamson for Clerk. J. Web-
ber second [S. Moyer – aye, M. Lamson – aye, C. Larson – 
aye, J. Webber – aye, C. Haynes – not present, motion carried]
·	 S. Moyer nominates Carl Haynes as Vice Chairman. J. Web-
ber second. [S. Moyer – aye, M. Lamson – aye, C. Larson – aye, 
J. Webber – aye, C. Haynes – not present, motion carried]
·	 Chris Larson moved to use Roberts Rules of Order for 
Small Boards, M. Lamson 2nd [S. Moyer – aye, M. Lamson 
– aye, C. Larson – aye, J. Webber – aye, C. Haynes – not 
present, motion carried]
Approval of Minutes of 2/23: J. Webber moves to approve 
the 02/23 minutes as presented. S. Moyer 2nd. [S. Moyer – 
aye, M. Lamson – aye, C. Larson – aye, J. Webber – aye, C. 
Haynes – not present, motion carried]
Public Comments: Sally Achey, Lister – presents bill for 
hours to date. Sally registered for Grand List Seminar in 
Rutland for NEMERC.
(move into Garron Road Extension as part of public comments)
Garron Road Extension:
·	 A site visit was completed March 3 with adjoining prop-
erty owners to determine whether there was physical evidence 
of the roadway
·	 C. Larson - Options on the table: approve, deny, or dis-
continue the road. M. Lamson would like confirmation from 
an alternative source other than the Riedinger attorney to 
determine whether the road is in fact a public right of way 
before acting.
·	 J. Thrasher (Riedinger attorney) inquires whether the 
board has adopted a conflict of interest policy modeled after 
the VLCT policy. J. Thrasher requests S. Moyer recuse due 
to a perceived conflict of interest based on relatives who live 

on Garron Road. S. Moyer points out that she is acting on 
the best interest of the town and is not directly related to the 
residents on Garron Rd. J. Thrasher renews his request. S. 
Moyer indicates she will consider this option however retain 
her right to participate in the discussion as a resident.
·	 M. Lamson is not convinced that the road has not been 
thrown up and would like to evidence to the contrary prior to 
making a decision
·	 C. Larson opens the floor for discussion. Larry Moyer 
feels the board has the authority to deny the request and does 
not see a benefit to the town. Nancy Edmunds feels that the 
Riedinger’s have an existing access to their property and would 
not benefit from a new entry. Cathy/Tom Lamontaine concerned 
about how the road may conflict with the water/wetlands/
springs in the area and residents rely on these waters for wells.
	 Bob Tepper requests the exact statute in reference to the 
site visit be identified. C. Larson provides.
	 The board will confer with the town attorney to determine 
options and responsibilities of the town and will continue the 
discussion at future board meetings.
(move back in to public comments)
Public Comments:
	 Jenny Talke-Munyak, new Town Treasurer, attends to dis-
cuss treasure position. Jenny requests to assign Laura Castle 
as Assistant Treasurer through the end of the fiscal year. C. 
Larson inquires whether Marilyn Parker would be available. 
C. Larson moves to appoint Laura Castle as Assistant Trea-
surer. S. Moyer second. [all in favor, motion carried]
	 C. Haynes requests income on the financial report be 
itemized.
	 Regarding the phone system, Jenny is planning to do most 
of the work out of the town office and requests an alternate 
phone line dedicated for the treasurer so that Laura does not 
have to take messages. The board suggests researching a 
phone system with alternate extensions for clerk, treasurer, 
listers and associated voicemail.
	 Discussion of initiating the process to obtain financing 
for the purchase of the Parker property as approved at town 
meeting. Jenny will research the options for next meeting.
	 Jenny will review the recommendations received from 
Graham and Graham who completed the town audit and will 
report back to the board next meeting
	 David Munyak – suggests the board offer recognition 
to Marilyn Parker for her 30 years of service to the town as 
Treasurer. The board whole-heartedly agrees and will discuss.
Solid Waste/Fort Dumpster: Discussion of the implementa-
tion of single stream recycling and the changes necessary at 



Solid Waste/Fort Dumpster: Discussion of the implementa-
tion of single stream recycling and the changes necessary at 
the transfer station. M. Lamson will complete the implementa-
tion plan. C. Larson suggests a press release for Magnet and 
Front Porch. M. Lamson will complete.
Town Office Replacement Plan: Discussion of the manage-
ment plan received 3/6 for the Parker property by Leggette, 
Brashears & Graham, Inc. (LBG). This document was pre-
pared in conclusion of the site evaluation by the Rutland 
Regional Planning Commission. The document presents 
site remediation concerns as well as hypothetical costs for 
3 development options for the site including green space, 
green space/parking, town office. The board had requested 
this document be delivered prior to town meeting which 
unfortunately did not happen. 
	 M. Lamson spoke with John Diego of LBG who was at 
the Parker site removing the test wells. John mentioned LBG 
is willing to review the document with the board.
Discussion of the immediate course of action after closing 
which will be to initiate the process to remove the USTs (un-
derground storage tanks), remove any hazardous materials 
from inside the storage building. LBG recommends address-
ing the exterior of the storage building to repair any damaged 
paint surfaces which may contain lead paint.
	 The Selectboard will work with the Building Commit-
tee moving forward. M. Lamson will send action plan to D. 
Munyak. C. Larson will contact Neil Vreeland as possible 
closing attorney.
Road Commissioner Report: Bill is not in attendance how-
ever leaves a note detailing action items/requests of the board: 
been working on class II grant/structure grant, putting together 
info to sell 90 International and 2005 1 ton in anticipation of 
new trucks. Inquires if we will be selling the 90 International 
sander? C. Haynes feels the sander should be kept as possible 
backup to inbed sander in the 2003 International. 
	 Discussion of posting the roads. C. Haynes does not feel 
the roads need to be posted. The posting of roads will be 
revisited at next meeting.
	 The town was the high bidder by $600 for the 2003 In-
ternational plow-truck from the town of Bristol winning the 
bid at $27,234. This vehicle will serve as a replacement for 
the 1990 International. Bristol Selectboard has approved and 
accepted Middletown’s bid (4 bids were received all in close 
range, Middletown won bid by $600) and requests a $1,000 
down-payment to cover advertisement costs until the truck is 
ready to be delivered in April. M. Lamson moves to authorize 

the $1,000 down-payment requested by the town of Bristol. 
C. Larson 2nd. [S. Moyer – nay, M. Lamson – aye, C. Larson 
– aye, J. Webber – aye, C. Haynes – aye, motion carried]
Highway Dept. Storage Plan: Discussion of the replacement 
of the pole barn which was budgeted for next fiscal year. C. 
Haynes inquires about selling the West Street property. S. 
Moyer will contact Bill Johnson to determine the process of 
floodplain/LOMA for the West Street property.
Street Lighting: None
Financials/Board Orders: C. Haynes moves to approve the 
general town orders as presented. C. Larson 2nd. [S. Moyer 
– aye, M. Lamson – aye, C. Haynes – aye, C. Larson – aye, 
motion carried]
	 C. Haynes moves to approve the highway town orders as 
presented. C. Larson 2nd. [S. Moyer – aye, M. Lamson – aye, 
C. Haynes – aye, C. Larson – aye, motion carried]
Correspondence: Invoice from Long Trail Engineering for 
$891.25 for septic design/engineering work completed on 
the Parker site
	 Fleet permit request from Markoski with a check for $10. 
S. Moyer moves to approve the fleet permit request from 
Markoski. C. Larson 2nd. [all in favor, motion carried]
Fleet permit request from Carrol Concrete Company/Newport 
Sand and Gravel. No check included.
	 Neighborworks of Western Vermont (NWWVT) – sends 
letter detailing availability of homeowner rehabilitation loans
	 Bob Zorn correspondence (2)
	 The Superior Court held a hearing 03/29 on Walter Pep-
perman’s motion to compel compliance on the wording of 
the social service requests placed on the ballot. The town was 
represented through VLCT by Jim Carrol. The judge denied 
Mr. Pepperman’s motion from the bench. C. Larson and C. 
Haynes were in attendance. 
Other Business: S. Moyer seeks input regarding the request 
from the Riedinger attorney to recuse from the Garron Road 
discussion. The board feels she will act in the best interest 
of the town and it is a personal decision on how she would 
like to proceed.
	 M. Lamson inquires whether the board should take ac-
tion to sell the one ton and single axle in preparation/prior 
to receiving the new 1 ton and 2003 International. Will work 
with Bill to prepare bid requests.
Adjourn: Meeting adjourned 10:11 pm.

Mike Lamson, Clerk

continued from page 6...
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Smart Meter Installation to Begin
	 Installation of Smart Meters is scheduled to begin in the 
next few weeks in Middletown Springs. Some residents have 
already received notice and installation dates, other notices 
are soon to follow.
 	 At a February presentation on the CVPS Smart Grid 
initiative The Middletown Springs Energy Committee hosted 
representatives from Central Vermont Public Service and 
Wake Up, Opt Out, an organization that opposes wireless 
Smart Meters, who gave details of the Grid and Smart Meters. 
	 Attendees asked questions and many expressed concerns 
about the Smart Grid installation that is part of a nationwide 
initiative. Utility companies are taking advantage of federal 
funding to bring “smarter” technologies to the current electric 
grid. It involves installing wireless digital control devices 
and communication technology, which will continuously 
relay information to utilities about equipment performance, 
potential or existing outages, electric demand, and usage.  
	 Supporters say it’s a big leap forward for energy conserva-
tion in Vermont. It will provide detailed and quick access to 
usage information that will save money and reduce response 
time to power outages. But, as installation has begun across 
the state, many people are questioning whether the new meters 
have enough safeguards to protect consumer’s privacy. Some 
also fear the possible adverse health effects they say could 
result from widespread use of the wireless meters. 
	 CVPS customers may now choose to “opt out” and retain 
a non-digital meter at their home without additional charges 
added to their bill for the foreseeable future by calling CVPS 
customer service: 1-800-649-2877, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on week-
days, or 8 a.m. to 4 p.m on Saturday.
	 For more information and the implementation schedule 
go to the website,www.cvps.com/ProgramsServices/smart-
power/ImplmentationPland/ImplementationMap/index.asp. 
The websites www.stopsmeters.org and www.wakeupoptout.
org address potential privacy and health issues.

Maple Festival 2012

Fred Bradley checks his syrup-in-progress at the Historical 
Society’s Maple Festival on March 18. The Grand Prize win-
ner in the Maple Raffle was Laura Castle.

Wade's Drywall

Professional Drywall Installation
Hanging • Taping

Painting • Texturing

	 Free Estimates	 Rick Wade
	 Fully Insured 	 (802) 235-9395

Large Dumpster Day
Saturday, May 5th

6 am to noon
includes furniture, toys,

small amounts of  construction & demolition
NO CONTRACTORS
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Doug Fontein
Tinmouth Channel Construction

143 Channel Road
Tinmouth, Vermont 05773

802-446-2928 ph 802-446-2930 fax
eworks@vermontel.net

energy efficient custom built homes & additions
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GEORGE’S
GARBAGE AND RECYCLABLE

PICK-UP

WEEKLY – MONTHLY – OCCASIONALLY
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE

802-235-1064

	

continued on page 8...

School Board Minutes — Regular Meeting
March 8, 2012
Present:  Board Members Steven Letendre, Clarence Haynes, 
Kendra Larson, Karen Mach, Meredith Morgan.  Also present: 
Joan Paustian (RSWSU Supt.), Rick Beal (Principal), and 
Susan Rosso (Recording Secretary).
Call to Order (Superintendent; once Board Chair is elected, 
the Chair may take over the meeting): Supt. Paustian called 
the meeting to order at 6:02PM.
Reorganize Board: Election of Board Officers (new and 
re-elected members must be sworn in by Town Clerk prior 
to meeting).
	 Chair – Steven Letendre nominated Clarence Haynes for 
Chair, Kendra Larson seconded; motion carried 4-0 (Clarence 
Haynes abstained.)  Clarence Haynes is elected Board Chair.
	 Vice Chair – Steven Letendre nominated Kendra Larson 
for Vice Chair, Karen Mach seconded; Steven Letendre moved 
to close nominations, Meredith Morgan seconded; motion car-
ried 4-0 (Kendra Larson abstained). Kendra Larson is elected 
Board Vice Chair.
	 Clerk – Kendra Larson nominated Steven Letendre as 
Clerk, Karen Mach seconded; Kendra Larson moved to close 
nominations, Karen Mach seconded; motion carried 4-0 (Steven 
Letendre abstained). Steven Letendre is elected Board Clerk.
	 Set schedule for regular monthly meetings (previously 
2nd Thursday at 6:00 pm): It is agreed by consensus that 
meetings will continue to be held on the second Thursday of 
the month at 6:00 pm at MSES.
Appointment of RSWSU Board Representative(s) (3):
	 Supt. Paustian explained the structure and responsibilities 
of the RSWSU Board.  Clarence Haynes, Kendra Larson, and 
Steven Letendre volunteered to serve as RSWSU Board Rep-
resentatives.  New board members Karen Mach and Meredith 
Morgan are willing to serve as alternates.
	 Kendra Larson moved that Clarence Haynes, Kendra 
Larson, and Steven Letendre serve as representatives and that 

Meredith Morgan and Karen Mach serve as alternates, Steven 
Letendre seconded; motion carried.
Appointment of RSWSU Committee Representative(s):
	 Systems Management (1) – Meredith Morgan agreed to 
serve on this committee.
	 Finance (1) – Steven Letendre agreed to serve on this 
committee.
	 Human Resource (1) – Clarence Haynes agreed to serve 
on this committee.
	 SU-Wide Negotiations: Teachers (2) – Kendra Larson 
agreed to serve on this committee as did Clarence Haynes.
	 SU-wide Negotiations: Support Staff (2) – Kendra Lar-
son volunteered to serve on this committee as did Clarence 
Haynes.
	 Act 153 (1) – Two members are suggested for this com-
mittee by Supt. Paustian.  Kendra Larson volunteered to serve 
on this committee as did Karen Mach.
	 It is agreed by consensus that Meredith Morgan serve 
on the Systems Management Committee, Steven Letendre 
serve on the Finance Committee, Clarence Haynes serve on 
the Human Resources Committee, Kendra Larson and Clar-
ence Haynes serve on the SU-Wide Teacher and Support Staff 
Negotiations Committees and that Kendra Larson and Karen 
Mach serve on the Act 153 Committee.
	 Appoint Media Source of Record (media source where 
agendas are sent): Kendra Larson moved that the Lakes Area 
Free Press and radio station WVNR are again appointed as the 
media sources of record, Clarence Haynes seconded, motion 
carried.
	 Appoint Truant Officer (if none appointed, defaults to 
local law enforcement per statute): Kendra Larson moved to 
re-appoint Clarence Haynes as Truant Officer, Karen Mach 
seconded; motion carried 4-0 (Clarence Haynes abstained).
Reaffirm Roberts Rules of Order for Small Boards (as re-
quired per statute): Kendra Larson moved to reaffirm Roberts 



Morningside Meadows
“Converting solar energy into nutritious food”

Grass-fed, Grass-finished Angus beef
Fresh Raw Jersey Milk

Free-Range Eggs
	 Rich and Cynthia Larson	 CynthiaL@myfairpoint.net
	 69 South Street, Wells	 645-1957
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Rules of Order for Small Boards be used by the School Board, 
Meredith Morgan seconded; motion carried.
Other re-organizational business (as appropriate): Clarence 
Haynes moved to re-approve the policy of utilizing the MSES 
Administrative Assistant as the Board Recording Secretary, 
Kendra Larson seconded; motion carried. 
	 Clarence Haynes moved that should the Board Chair be 
unavailable, one other Board Member may sign the payroll 
board orders instead, Steven Letendre seconded; motion carried.
	 Per the voting, School District Clerk is Laura Castle and 
School District Treasurer is Jennifer Munyak.
Consent Agenda:  (Action)
Approval of Minutes – Unofficial Minutes from February 
9, 2012. Clarence Haynes moved to approve the unofficial 
minutes from the February 9, 2012 meeting as presented, 
Steven Letendre seconded; motion carried.
Superintendent’s Report (Written): Supt. Paustian officially 
welcomed Karen Mach and Meredith Morgan to the School 
Board. New board members will receive a resource guide 
from the VSBA and a VT Education Law book. Training will 
also be offered.  Kendra Larson and Clarence Haynes recom-
mended the VSBA website which has very useful information. 
Mrs. Mach and Mrs. Morgan are encouraged to contact Dr. 
Paustian or her assistant, Mrs. Dente with any questions.  Dr. 
Paustian reported that, within the RSWSU, two classroom 
teacher positions are open with 150 applications having been 
received.  The Asst. Director of Special Education position for 
next year has been opened. Also, a H.S. Special Educator posi-
tion is open. The goal is to fill vacancies in a timely manner.  
The in-service days in March will cover Math Common Core 
and NECAP item analysis. All SU budgets passed and Supt. 
Paustian is very pleased. MSES’ special education caseload 
has grown; Mrs. Pettis is putting in much extra time and the 
addition of a 0.20 position may be necessary. There may be 
federal job funds available to cover the added expense in the 
current school year. Steven Letendre asked Supt. Paustian her 

opinion of the recent Rutland Herald article regarding more 
rigorous math instruction in VT high schools. Supt. Paustian 
agrees with rigor for students and high expectations; high 
expectations are necessary in order for students to achieve.
Principal’s Report (Written): Mr. Beal updated the board 
on a number of issues. We have a teacher for ASP Spanish 
and students continue to attend the program. Mr. Beal and 
Mrs. Pettis met with all the teachers, and Mr. Beal and Mrs. 
Wilkins also met with the teachers to review student needs 
and instruction. Mr. Beal feels strongly that increased col-
laboration and clear communication among all faculty and 
staff members is extremely important to student success and 
these are major goals. Three teachers went to Rutland N.E. 
School to observe “Fundations” reading lessons being taught 
in the primary grades. This is a very tactile program, focusing 
first on letters and sounds and building with each grade level.  
The final lighting inspection has been completed.  Initial water 
system loan has been approved as well as a planning loan.  
These will be eligible for loan forgiveness. The scoreboard has 
been ordered and will be up for next year. The ASP “cigar box 
guitar” program will soon be featured in the Rutland Herald.  
We have three teams going to the Odyssey of the Mind Tour-
nament and our basketball team is playing in a tournament 
at West Rutland. The Board expressed their appreciation for 
all of Mr. Beal’s efforts and for being an advocate for kids.
Business Manager’s Report: 
	 Financial Statements: Financial statements were in-
cluded in the board packets. Current estimates show an ap-
proximate surplus of $23,000 for the current year.
	 Steven Letendre moved to approve the consent agenda, 
Kendra Larson seconded; motion carried.
Approve Warrants: 
	 a.	 Warrant #125 in the amount of $25,807.26 dated 2/10/12
	 b.	 Warrant #126 in the amount of $26,554.51 dated 2/24/12
	 Kendra Larson moved to approve Warrant #125 in the 
amount of $25,807.26 dated 2/10/12 and Warrant #126 in 
the amount of $26,422.51 dated 2/24/12, Steven Letendre 
seconded; motion carried.
General Public Comments: None
New Business: 
	 NECAP Scores: The NECAP scores by grade level over 
the last four years were distributed to the Board by Mr. Beal.   
He discussed the trending of the scores and the fact that with 
our small class sizes, percentages can be easily skewed. The 
third graders performed particularly well in Mathematics. The 
sixth graders did well in Reading and Math this year. Writing 
is an area in which we will continue to focus; a Writing in-
service is being planned for the teachers. In-depth analysis 
of the scores with the teachers will be taking place at the 



Helping Hands
A Volunteer Service

For things you can’t do yourself 
Yard work – Light Housework - Shopping

Lugging, and more….
You name it – We’ll see if we can do it

Call Ellen Secord 235-2340
Organized through the Community Church

Any donations go to Church Camp Fund
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T. Daniel Williams
Roofing
524 Hillside Rd.
Poultney, Vermont  05764

T. Daniel Williams
Roofer/Contractor

(802) 287-9519
cell (802) 342-7173

Slate/Shingles/Metal Roofing

in-service next week. Mr. Beal believes that AIMSWeb is 
a better system for tracking student achievement over time, 
rather than the annual NECAP examination. Kendra Larson 
asked that Mr. Beal share AIMSWeb data at the next board 
meeting; he will do so.
Appreciation: Kendra Larson would like to send thank-you 
notes to FFE for their phone tree calls on behalf of the Board.  
This is approved by consensus.
Participation at Board Meetings: Kendra Larson would like 
to offer students, faculty, and staff members the opportunity 
to briefly share reports, presentations, or information with 
the Board at meetings.  Board members agree this would be 
valuable.  Kendra Larson will produce invitations seeking 
participation.  Ideas for teacher/staff appreciation will be 
discussed next month. 
Old Business: None
Policies:  None at this time
Action on Personnel Contract:
•	 New Hires:  None
•	 Resignations: None
•	 Termination: None
•	 Leave of Absence: None 
•	 Other:  None
Anticipated Executive Session: Clarence Haynes moved that 
the Board enter Executive Section at 7:43PM for legal and ne-
gotiations issues, Steven Letendre seconded; motion carried.
Clarence Haynes moved that the Board exit Executive Section 
at 8:25PM, Kendra Larson seconded; motion carried.
Other Lawful Business: None
Set Next Regular Board Meeting:  Next meeting will be held 
on Thursday, April 12, 2012 at 6:00 pm at MSES.
Adjournment: Meredith Morgan moved to adjourn at 8:47, 
Kendra Larson seconded; motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Rosso

Way to Go! Commuter Challenge
Runs May 14 - 18
	 For nearly a decade, Ver-
monters have pledged to try a 
new way of commuting during 
the week-long Way to Go! Com-
muter Challenge. The Challenge 
is an annual event promoting 
economical, environmentally friendly, safe alternatives 
to driving solo. Businesses and individuals can sign up 
now at the Way to Go! Website: www.WayToGoVT.org.   
	 Please make a commitment to bike, walk, carpool, 
telecommute, or ride transit. The Bus is offering 10¢ fares 
all next week, with free rides on Fare-Free Friday. ACTR will 
also honor 10¢ fares in Addison County, and all fares collected 
will support the Rutland Area Community Cupboard. The Bus 
offers six circuits in Rutland City plus routes to Proctor, Killing-
ton, Brandon/Middlebury, Poultney/Fair Haven, Manchester, 
and Ludlow. See schedules online at www.TheBus.com.

The Best Ways to Go in Rutland County!

1. Walk  
2. Bike - All buses are equipped with bike racks 
3. Carpool - Connect with fellow commuters or find a Park 
& Ride Lot.

Please 
Recycle



Responsible.
Respectful.
Resourceful.

A full service Organic Landscape
Gardening Company
VT Cert. Horticulturists
NOFA Cert. Landcare Specialist
ISA Cert. Arborist
Cert. Green Guerilla
Organic & Biological Specialists

Morganics@vermontel.net
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Used & Collectible Books for the Whole Family
Cards for All Occasions

Celebrating our 10th year in Poultney!
Tuesday – Saturday, 10 - 5

www.hermithillbooks.com	 hermithill@vermontel.net

Hermit Hill Books
95 Main Street, Poultney, Vermont

802-287-5757

RAVNAH Grateful for Community Support 
 
	 On behalf of our staff, Board of Directors and volunteers 
of the Rutland Area Visiting Nurse Association & Hospice, 
we extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to the residents of 
Rutland County for your generous support on Town Meeting 
Day for our comprehensive home care, hospice and commu-
nity health services.  
 	 In a financially challenging year for everyone, your votes 
of confidence are humbling and deeply appreciated. Your 
support helps us carry out our mission to help those needing 
medically-necessary home care, regardless of their ability to 
pay, location of residence, or complexity of health issues.
	 Since 1946, our professional staff has brought health 
care home to thousands of area residents. From the tiniest 
of infants to those facing their final days, RAVNAH patients 
receive clinically-excellent, compassionate care in comfort-
able, familiar surroundings.
	 Your overwhelming support ensures that you, your fam-
ily, friends and neighbors will continue to receive excellent, 
compassionate home and hospice care — in the place they 
call home. 
	 Thank you for the trust you have placed in us. It is RAV-
NAH’s privilege to serve our community. 
 

Ron Cioffi
Executive Director
Rutland Area VNA & Hospice

Vermont’s Digital Future 
Conference Is May 8

	 The e-Vermont Community Broadband Partnership is 
hosting the Vermont’s Digital Future Conference on May 8, 
2012 at Champlain College in Burlington. Vermonters will 
join digital leaders to set a path that will increase Internet 
adoption and utilization in the state. The resulting strategies 
will have a common goal of improving digital literacy, busi-
ness opportunities, local government practices, innovation in 
education and connecting communities. 
	 The conference will also be a celebration of e-Vermont 
community accomplishments, along with other digital proj-
ects that have moved our towns forward with economic and 
community development opportunities.
	 Nicco Mele, known for his pioneering use of technology 
during Governor Howard Dean’s presidential campaign, will 
be the conference keynote speaker. 
View the complete agenda and register online at http://ev-
ermontconference.org. Early birds pay $40 until May 7 and 
$50 on the day of the conference. Fee includes conference 
sessions, lunch, refreshments and a reception. 
	 For the past two years the e-Vermont Project has suc-
cessfully provided digital tools, resources and training for 
many rural towns. Libraries, schools, municipalities, small 
businesses and individuals are now more connected to 21st 
century technology, without compromising their community's 
core values. The e-Vermont Community Broadband Project 
is a partnership led by the Vermont Council on Rural Devel-
opment, and is made up of the Vermont State Colleges, the 
Vermont Department of Libraries, the Vermont Department of 
Public Service, Vermont Small Business Development Center, 
the Snelling Center for Government, Front Porch Forum, and 
Digital Wish. Find out more at http://e4vt.org, or on Facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/e4vt.org.
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“BINGO”
Every Monday Night

7:00 p.m.
at the Firehouse
Proceeds to support the

Middletown Springs Fire Department

Legislative News 
  	 This time of year at the State House many 
bills large and small are being voted out of 
committees and onto the “Floor” for consid-
eration by the full House or Senate to then 

be sent to the other chamber. The fiscal bills originate in the 
House and recently we passed our appropriation “Big Bill” 
for Fiscal Year 2013. It included a general fund budget of $1.3 
billion and a total budget of all funds of $5.01 billion. This is 
an increase of 6.4% over 2012 but about half of that involves 
continuing costs of Irene recovery. The state’s transportation 
budget was also passed and increases funding for state and 
local highways, bridges, rail and municipal transit. Local town 
highway aid will increase for the first time in several years. A 
bill to invest in the Vermont working agricultural and forest 
economy passed by a large margin to help create businesses 
and jobs and to preserve the Vermont landscape.
	 Many complex and controversial bills remain in com-
mittee. A bill S.199 regarding a change in the exemptions 
for required childhood immunizations is being looked at in 
depth by the House Health Care committee and the House 
Agriculture committee is spending much time on a bill H.722 
regarding the labeling of foods containing ingredients from 
genetically modified sources. A bill S.93 changing the labeling 
of grades of maple syrup is also being looked at as more syrup 
is being sold to international markets. And many legislators 
are discussing aspects of the proposed merger of the electrical 
utilities Central VT Public Service and Green Mountain Power.
	 Please contact me with your ideas, concerns and ques-
tions at JMalcolm@leg.state.vt.us, 325-3424 (home) and 800 
322-5616 (leave a message at State House), and 1822 Rupert 
Mountain Road, Pawlet, VT 05761. Thank You!

Rep. John Malcolm

Variations of the Forest: 
Exploring Natural Communities in
Middletown Springs

Saturday April 21st, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm (more 
or less)
	 As you walk through the landscape – or even through the 
forest – it certainly isn't uniform.  Ecologist Kathy Doyle will 
lead this hike through some less common natural communi-
ties and we will explore why these interesting assemblages of 
plants and animals  are found where they are. This will be a 
moderate to steep hike with some off-trail sections on rugged 
terrain. Please meet at the Middletown Springs 4 Corners, and 
we will carpool to our final destination.  
	 Everyone is welcome, free of charge.
	 Have questions? Please email monica.erhart@gmail.com 
or call (802)446-7030.

Contra Dance in Tinmouth
	 Come to an exuberant contra dance with 
Mary Wesley calling and toe-tapping music by 
Shirley White and Brendan Taaffee at the Tin-
mouth Community Center on Friday April 27 from 8 pm.-11 
pm.  progresses, so early arrival is recommended for beginning 
dancers. 
	 Dancing takes place every fourth Friday of the month. 
Please bring clean, non-marring shoes. Admission is $9, $7 
for teens, and free for children 12 and under. Refreshments 
will be available. Call 235-2718 or visit www.Tinmouthvt.
org for info or directions.

Men’s Community Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, April 28, at 8 am
Middletown Springs School

Come join us if you are able
for this informal monthly event

Tinmouth Plant Sale
28th Annual Tinmouth Plant Sale. Satur-
day May 12th from 11-1. No sales before 
11am. Please note the new time. Viewing 
will be from10:45 to 11. Come early for 
the best selection of locally grown and 
dug perennials and shrubs. This fund-
raiser supports the Parents' Club and the 
Tinmouth Community. There will also be a bake sale, and a 
car wash and other fun ways to support the school and the 
town. Bring your appetite. Hot dogs and other local goodies 
will be available for lunch!
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Thank You!
	 The volunteers at The Magnet would like to 
thank Susan & Robert Lloyd, Lola Sommers and 
Beatrice Lewis for their recent donations as well 
as our advertisers and contributors. We couldn’t 
do this without you!
	 If you would like to be a part of the dynamic 
Magnet “staff,” contact us at 
middletownnews@yahoogroups.com.

April
BINGO!	 Mon. 16	 7 pm	 Fire House
Nature Walk (see pg. 11)	 Sat. 21	 9:30 am	 Four Corners
BINGO!	 Mon. 23	 7 pm	 Fire House
Fire Dept. Meeting	 Tues. 24	 7:30 pm	 Fire House
Fountain of Youth	 Wed. 25	 11 am	 Poultney Center
Select Board Meeting	 Thurs. 26	 7 pm	 Town Office
Tinmouth Contra Dance	 Fri. 27	 7 pm	 Tinmouth
Library Lawn Sale	 Sat. 28	 8 am	 Library
Men’s Breakfast	 Sat. 28	 8 am	 School
Household Haz. Waste Day	 Sat. 28	 10:30 am	 Fort Dumpster
Annual Country Show	 Sat. 28	 7 pm	 Fire House	

May
Magnet Deadline	 Tues. 1
Library Trustees	 Wed. 2	 9 am	 Library
Book Group	 Thurs. 3	 7 pm	 Library
Historical Society Meeting	 Thurs. 3	 7:30 pm	 Hist. Soc. Bldg.
Large Dumpster Day	 Sat. 6	 6 am - noon	 Ft. Dumpster
Knitting Group	 Mon. 7	 7 pm	 Library
BINGO!	 Mon. 7	 7 pm	 Fire House
Planning Commission	 Mon. 7	 7 pm	 Town Office
VT’s Digital Future Conf.	 Tues. 8		  Champlain College
Magnet Survey deadline	 Thurs. 10		
School Board Meeting	 Thurs. 10	 6 pm	 School
Select Board Meeting	 Thurs. 10	 7 pm	 Town Office
Tinmouth Plant Sale	 Sat. May 12	 11 am	 Tinmouth
Way to Go! Communter Chall.	 Mon.-Fri. 14-18
BINGO!	 Mon. 14	 7 pm	 Fire House

Calendar

Staff Photographer: Emmett Francois

Large Dumpster Day

Sat., M
ay 5th


